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TO THE PATRONS OF THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


Reseectep FrienpDs, 

Peruaps at no period, has the 
exigency of the times called more 
loudly for a periodical publication, 
designed, like the present work, 
for the more effectual circulation of 
such religious information, as may 
be conducive to the promotion of 
the cause of the Redeemer, and 
for giving an impartial statement 
of the spread of experimental reli- 
gion, That it may operate as an 
encouragement to the friends of 
Zion, facilitate the progress of 
the cause of christianity, stimulate 
its enetnies to become its friends, 
and its friends to more fervent en- 
gayedness, is it humbly introduced, 
hoping it will prove a blessing to 
the world, and that its patrons may 
realize the extent of their anticipa- 
tions, 

There has been no time since the 
days of the Apostles, when the 
light of truth, and the knowledge 
of the true Gop, has been more 
successfully and universally extend- 
ed through the world, than at the 
present ; and when there was circu- 
lating so much useful information, 
calculated to inspire the christian 
with true devotion, and to deprive 


the infidel of his weapons. The ob- 
ject of this work, is to afford such 
information, to those, who other- 
wise, would not readily come in 
possession of it; and also to ex 
cite among CHRISTIANS, a recipro- 
cal spirit of love and forbearance, 
considering that Love 1s the fulfil- 
ling of the law; and without 
CHAR!TY, which means a principle 
of love to Ged, and good will to 
men, we are nothing. 

After much hard fighting has 
been experienced, an armistice fre« 
quently follows, wherein arguments 
are substituted forthe cruel instru. 
ments of slaughter, and might re- 
cedes for the more agreeable inter- 
position of right. Thus, at the pre- 
sent time, when much which hag 
bornegresemblance to coercive mea- 
sures, has been resorted to, (¢e// if 
not in Gath,) how has the spirit of 
forbearance, and of charity disap- 
peared, till bigotry and intolerance 
have borne the laurel from the field, 
and starved their advocates with 
husks, while they have sought with 
avidity to dispossess others of rights 
which it is their equal privilege to 
enjoy ; but perhaps, the time has 
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come when arguments, instead of 


censure, and entreaties instead of* 


the scourge, may do more for the 
cause of truth than an host of cén- 
surers and volumes of inveetives. 
Error, needs nothing more to 
effect its overthrow, than the for. 
midable force of rruTH, in its sim- 
plicity. Many, like the Roman 
Governor, are ready to enquire, 
6 gyhat is truth,’ and like him rea. 
dy to-turn their back on Him who. 


is the TRUTH and the life, and ad=° 


here to hts accusers. That doc. 
trine which is not according to 
Godliness, needs the indefatigable 
labors of its defenders, by abstruse 
reasoning and false colouring, to 
which, as the only expedient, they 
are driven for its support ; while 
that doctrine which the gospel in- 
eulcates, not only supports itself 
but also its adherents. ! 

A particular attention will be 
paid te the manners and customs 
of the times in which the scriptures 
were written, which serve to eluci- 
date many . passages of scripture, 
that, according to the literal 
reading, may appear intricate, and 
hard to be understood. A suita- 
ble proportioa of the work will be 
devoted to this important object. 

Such historical subjects, and 
miscellaneous articles, which are 
consistent with the design of this 
publication will be duly noticed, 
that it may be rendered pleasingly 
useful and instructively entertain- 
ing. 

The animating aceeunts which 


VGLe Ie 


are frequently received of the re- 
vivals of religion in many places, 


among the different denominations, 
is cause of great joy to those who 
love our Lord in sincerity, and is 
an evident proof that God is no 
respecter of persons. Difference 
of opinion in matters of judgment 
are no barrier against His mer- 
cies, but they that fear God, and 
work righteousness, are accepted 
with him. ; 

The subject of foreign religious 
intelligence, presents an extensive 
field for-meditation,‘and Has open- 
ed a new era iw the history of the 
world. The christain can now ex- 
tend his mind into the uncultivated 
wilds of the old world, and behold 
the refulgent rays of the Sun of 
righteousness, darting its benign 
influences among the superstitious 
votarics of heathenish idolatry, 
which, spiritually, gives another 
temperature to the climate, and 
causes the wilderness ang the soli- 
tary places to bud and blessom as 
the rose. 

We should exult in causing this 
publication to become the herald 
of the pleasing intelligence, that 
the epoch had commenced when 
ehristians of every denomination, 
had turned their effective force, 
from opposing one another to op- 
perate against the ‘man of ein ;” 
should this take place, how weuld 
the cHURCH rise with splendor, 
and like an army in banners, 
bear down all opposition ; then 
weuld the man of sin fall, as Dagon 
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before the ark of the Lord, and un. 
believers, seek in vain a shelter a- 
mong the rubbish of her divisions ; 
then should we behold her spread- 
ing glory, who is compared toa 
*‘city set on a hill,’’ till distant 
nations should come to her light, 
and ‘* kings” to the brightness of 
her rising. Then would those 
that sit in darkness, bless upon the 
Mountains the feet of them that 
bring good tidings, that publish 
peace ; and soon might be expect- 
ed the happy time when all nations 
shall call Him blessed. 

Finally, although it is not possi- 
ble to lay out the whole. work of 
the Christian Herald, in this short 
address, yet, it will endeaver to. 
perform its duty with diligence, 


? 
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making its calculations for perma. 
nency and support on the patron. 
age of the supporters of religious 
liberty, and the well wishers of 
the cause of truth. 

All those who are friends to 
pure religion, and who have a de- 
sire to promote the circulation of 
useful information, are solicited to 
aid in this undertaking. 

EDITOR. 
= 


NOTICE. 


Tue subscribers to the Curis- 
Tian HerAtp, will observe that 
its size is enlarged, from the con- 
templated duodecimo, to an octavo, 
which necessarily reduces the nume 
ber of pages, but will contain an 
equal quantity of matter. 


—s 


The folléwing letter is published at the particular request of the Christian 
Church, in this town, 


LETLER FROM THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN PORTS- 
MOUTH, TO ELDER BIAAS SMITH. 


Portsmouth, Dec. 3, 1817. 


‘Fo Elder Erras Smitru, 


Dear Brother—We have receiv- 
ed through the medium of the 
THeraxp, what you call an answer 
to our letter of the 30th of July ; 
and from the long lapse of time 
that has intervened, we had #right 
to expect something more direct, 
more satisfactory, and more con- 
vincing.——We say more direct, be- 
@ause you resided many years a- 
mongst us, and was the fweans of 





gathering a largeChurch, forwhom 


you have expressed the highest re- 


gard and esteem; and who were 
greatly grieved and hurt at the re- 
port of your advocating the doc- 
trine of Universalism; therefore, 
the least we could expect from you, 
either as a gentleman or a chris- 
tian, was a direct answer to ours, 
instead of publishing a Farewell 
Address to your patrons, and wish 
us to receive this in the room of it; 
which we think manifests a want 
of that regard and respect which 16 
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due to our friends ; and we eannot 
view it in any other’ light. And 
from your age and experience and 
great knowledge in the scriptures, 
we hada right to expect something 
more satisfactory and convincing, 
as reasons for your embracing a 
doctrine to which you had beer 
so long and so warmly opposed ; 
even after a clofe and scriptural in- 
vestigation of the subject for 
years. 

You have published to the world, 
that the doctrine called Universal- 
ism or ‘thou shalt not surely die,”’ 
** was taught by the devil that de- 
ceiveth the nations, and 1s a lie; 
that it leads to licentiousness, and 
encourages the wicked to live in 
open rebellion against God. And 
he who believes it will conclude 
that faith and repentance, &c. is 
nothing, and that he need not trou- 
ble himself concerning his present 
or future situation, and may live 
according to the course of this 
world,and be happy at last.” These 
statements we believe to be facts ; 
and in your answer you have not 
proved them otherwise-——and tho’ 
you tell us you meant to preach 
repentance and faith as formerly, 
we ask you what effect it can have 
different from your former state- 
ment? In speaking of Winches- 
ter’s system who held to future 
punishment, you said, ‘* Had the 
bible read exactly opposite to what 
it does, he might have proved it; 
but unbappily for him, in order to 
prove his system he was obliged to 
contradict the word of God.”’— 
And speaking of Relley and Mur- 
ray’s system, who hold to no pun- 
ishment after death, you said “ to 
prove this they were obliged to 
turn the truth of God inte a lie ; 


and thus strengthen the hands of 
thewicked by promising them life.”’ 
We ask if they had the same bible 
that you have; or have you not 
the same bible now that you had 
when you wrote this? If so, do 
not the same consequences fol- 
low. 
You say that Origin was the first 
man that preached this doctrine 
and was deluded by the philosophy 
of Plato, Aristotle and Zeno. We 
ask again, if those who preach it 
now are not deluded by that phi- 
losophy and vain deceit which the 
apostle bids us beware of? In 
speaking of Dr. Chauncey’s sys- 
tem, you said, ‘* he received it from 
the Roman Catholics, they from 
Mahomet, he from _idolatrous 
priests, and they (I suppose had it 
from the devil, the father of lies 
and the god of this world.)”? But 
you say the Lord led you into 1t ; 
but we have no evidence of this ; 
nor have we any reason to believe 
it on account of your thinking or 
saying so ; because yo as confi- 
dently asserted in your five sermons 
on the destruction of the wicked, 
that you believed hat doctrine to 
be the truth; and that the spirit 
of God led you to search the 
scriptures fer it. You now believe 
that to be a false and unscriptural 
doctrine. Wedo not see how you 
can reconcile these things ; for we 
believe the spirit of God leads 
more consistently than at one time 
to lead you to believe and preach 
for years one doctrine, and after- 
wards lead you to believe another 
doctrine exactly opposite to it.— 
Many of ‘the reasons given in your 
answer for embracing the doctrine 
of Universalism appear extremely 
weak and inconsistent, and shew 
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that you are drivtn into a strait for 
want of solid and convincing ar- 
guments ; and proves your cause to 
be weak and unascriptural. Tor 
you do not come forward with that 
host of witnesses as you formerly 
did in your preaching, whose tes- 
timony was to the point and car- 
ried conviction toall the hearers. 
Your first reason for the salvation of 
all men, is their relation to their 
Creator,‘for weare all hisoffspring.’ 
Why did you not quote these texts 
also: **Ye are of your father the 
devil and his works ye will do.— 
The tares are the children of the 
wicked one, the enemy that sowed 
them i3 the devil.—Ye serpents, 
ye generation of vipers, how ean 
you escape the damnation of hell.” 
You very well knew that these 
words of Christ destroyed every 
vestige of your first argument from 
the text quoted. But you endea- 
vour to strengthen your argument 
from this consideration; that man 
as the offspring of God, bears his 
image; and assert that he has not 
lost it. ‘Therefore we request you 
to point out in what particulars 
Elymas the sorcerer retained and 
bore the image of God, when Paul, 
full of the Holy Ghost, fixed his 
eyes upon him, and said; * O full 
of all subtilty and all mischief ; 
thou child of the devil; thou enemy 
of all righteousness, wilt thou not 
cease to pervertthe right ways of 
the Lord?” To say that such char- 
acters are the image of God, is de- 
rogatory to his character in the 
highest degree and a violent wrest- 
ing and perverting the scriptures ; 
unless you mean to apply it to the 
god of this world ; in which case 
there is an exact likeness and affin- 
ty. 
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Your next reason is drawn from 
the relation we stand in to each 
other ; and you wird up yeur ar- 
gument in these words, ‘‘of course, 
I conclude that as the father of 
ALL treats one, so in the end he 
will treat the whole.”? Strange and 
unaccountable conclusion. Have 
you forgotten those scriptures that 
you have a thousand times repeat- 
ed to your hearers to cenvince them 
of the different treatment that the 
righteous and wicked will receive 
at the end, or last day? 

We would inguire if you could 
have drawn the same conclusion 
from the following passages of 
scripture ; “nd before him shall 
be gathered all nations, and he 
shall separate them one from anoth- 
er, as ashepherd divideth his sheep 
from the geats ; to one he will say, 
Come ye blessed of my father, in- 
herit the kingdom, &c. and to the 
others, Depart ye cursed into ev- 
erlasting fire, &c.— These shall go 
away inte everlasting punishment, 
but the righteous into life eternal.’’ 
Can any honest man, who retains 
his senses, make himself believe 
that these two characters do not 
receive a different treatment from 
the Judge of the whole earth ?— 
If they do not, them heaven and 
hell, rewards and punishments, are 
synonymous terms, and mean the 
same thing. ‘But after thy hard- 
ness and impenitent heart treasur- 
eth up to thyself wrath against the 
day of wrath and revelation of the 
righteous judgments of God, who 


will render to every man as his 


deeds shall be ; to them who by 
patient continuance in well doing, 
seek for glory, honor and immor- 
tality, their reward will be ever- 
lasting life. But to those who are 
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conteftious and obey not the truth, 
but obey unrighteousness, indigna- 
tion 2nd wrath, tribulation ane an- 
guish upor every soul of man that 
doeth evil; of the Jew first and 
also of the Gentiles; in the day 
when God shall judge the secrets 
of men by Jesus Christ according 
to my gospel.” 

We ask, if those who by patient 
continuance in well doing; and 
those who are contentious and do 
not obey they truth, will be treat- 
ed alike in this dreadful day of 
wrath? If they are, then the re- 
ward of eternal life, and indigna- 
tion and wrath, tribulation and an- 
enish are alike desirable, or alike 
dreadful—-which would be strange- 
ly confounding all ianguage, and 
making the scriptures perfect jar- 
gon and nonsense. Again, ** When 
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 

eaven withhis mighty angels,in fla- 
ming fire,taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and obey not 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall be punished with ever- 
Jasting destruction from the pres- 
ence of the Lord ard the glory of 
his power, when he shall come to 
be glorified in his saints, and to be 
admired in all them that believe in 
that day.”? This needs no comment. 
it is too plain for any to be mis- 
taken in its meaning, unless they 
willingly shut their eyes, and wil. 
fully pervert the sense. 

We could quote a number of 
such testimonies, which are to the 
point; but those already quoted 
are more than sufficient to destroy 
a thousand such arguments and 
conclusions as you have drawn 
from the relation that man stands 
in to each other. And we are a- 
mazed and confounded, and know 
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not how to account for such decla- 
rations from you, when these scrip. 
tures are ag familiar to you as the 
letters in the alphabet. 

We would willingly pursue the 
subject and notice all your argu- 
ments, but the small limits of a 
letter will not permit us to do it. 
We wouid, however, observe that 
we consider your feeble arguments 
and sophistical reasoning lighter 
than air, when compared with those 
scriptures that stand in opposition 
to your doctrine, and are like the 
waves dashing and breaking them- 
selves against the solid rocks. And 
even many passages of scripture 
which you have quoted are not at 
all to the point ; and no more eggab- 
lish your system than your own ar~ 
gumentsdo. ‘Therefore we remain 
unconvinced ; and as firmly believe 
now as we have heretofore, that the 
doctrine of Universalism is unscrip- 
tural,dangerous and licentious; and 
on this account the Church have 
come to the following decision : 
“That we do not approbate the 
preaching of Elder Elias Smith, 
nor can we receive him as a preach. 
er so long as he preaches the doc- 
trine of Universalism.’? This we 
have been constrained to do, not 
from bitterness or hardness, but 
from a sense of duty ; believing 
that the scriptures and the cause 
of Christ require us thus toact. But 
we cannot dismiss the subject with- 
out entreaiing you to pause, and 
seriously reflect before you proceed 
further, You cannot be insensible 
of the many things you have 
preached up with the greatest con- 
fidénce as truth, and then with the 
same confidewte preached them 
down again as ‘not being true. Is 


it not as probable that yourare mis- 
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taken now as heretofore—and if 
mistaken, think for a moment, how 
dreadful the consequences to your 
fellow men—would you not feel 
the deepest sorrow of heart, and 
cause you to weep, if it were pos- 
sible, tears of blood, to know you 
had been the means of any of your 
friends building their house on the 
sand, and at last be swept away 
wich the besom of destruction. 

We should expect that your 
former experience would teach you 
the impropriety of hastily embra- 
cing any new and important doc- 
trine ; for your whole public life 
has been a scene of changes from 
one place to another—from one 
society to another—from one doc- 
trine to another, and from one 
practice to another, until you have 
exhausted the patience of your 
friends, and they have grown weaty 
in endeavouring to vindicate your 
conduct, and have in fact lost much 
of their former confidence which 
they had in yeu both as a man 
and a publicteacher. And if you 
would candidly review your wri- 
ting, preaching, and conduct for 
years past, you cannot wonder that 
it should be so. 


We entreat you again to sefi- 
ously considér of these things, and 
see how you can reconcile the plains 
positive declaration of Christ and 
the apostles, that speak of the 
punishment of the wicked, with 
the doctrine you now preach. And 
did you ever know any reformation 
among any people where they were 
taught to believe that there wes no 
future punishment. Ths coctrine 
has beer preached in this town for 
thirty years past, without a single 
instance being knownof any persons 
being converted; while your preach- 
ing bas had a different eifect in ine 
awakening and conversion ot hun- 
dreds. Does the doctrine of Christ 
have the former effect, and the doc- 
trine of men the latter? We leave 
it for you to determine ; and must 
conclude, wishing you may see your 
error and retract it; and again 
preach that doctrine that witnesses 
to every man’s conscience in the 
sight of God ; and be the means 
of turning many from darkness to 
light, and from sin to holiness ; 
and be your crown of rejoicing in 
the day of the Lord. Farewell. 

JOSEPH Y. BURGIN, 
Clerk of the Church. 
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From ihe Chiistian Disciple, 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


Uke holy scriptures, in all which 
concerns our salvation, are suffic- 
iently level with the understandings 
@f men in general, so that no one 
who inquires with a humble, de- 
vote, and diligent mind, and faith- 
fully follows the guidanee of the 
light whick God will give him, 


OF SCRIPTURE. 


will be exposed to any errors, en- 
dangering his final and eternal in- 
terests. In our researches for di- 
vine truth, the grand inguiries 
therefore should bes have I the 
humble, devout, and diligent mind, 
which becomes a disciple of Christ? 
Am I sincerely disposed to receive 
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the instruction which he communi- 
cates, and to bring my will, and 
affections, and cenduct, into entire 
obedience to his commands? ** So 
seck,and you wi// find. So knock 
and it will be opened to you.” 
But every one, who is accustom- 
ed to read the scriptures, Is aware, 
that they contain names of éects 
and officers, of which it is desira- 
ble to know more, than the sac- 
red writers have informed us ; that 
there are in them many references 
to sentimerts and customs, which 
were perfectly intelligible in the 
times in which they were made, but 
are now neeessarily ebscure to 
these, who have no source of in- 
formation concerning them, butthe 
scriptures. The influence, which 
established sentiments and customs 


have upon modes of thought and 


of expression, 13 well known to 
those who have traced phraseolo- 
gies and opinions to their sources; 
and it is universal. Indeed so 
many examples of this influence 
might easily be exposed tn ourcam- 
mon conversation, that no one who 
knows any thing of the nature of 
language, will for a moment con- 
sider the obscurity, which 1s occa- 
sioned by such references, as an 
objection to the scriptures. It 
woold have required many volumes 
in addition to the bible, to have 
given such an acconnt of every 
name, and such an illustration of 
every slight reference which it con- 
tains, as would have conveyed all 
the knowledge, which many rea- 
ders in common life would gladly 
have possessed. But happily, we 


have volumes, which contain the 
information which we want ; and 
though they are not accessible to 
all christians, much labour is not 
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demanded, either to acquire, or te 
communicate it.—Confining our 
attention, in these numbers, to the 
New Testament, we intend, under 
the title below, to give to our rea. 
ders a series of these illustrations. 
The object of these numbers is, 
first, to excite attention to the 
gospels; and second, to assist those 
who love the word of God, and 
are endeavouring better to under- 
stand it, We are persuaded that 
this department of our miscellany 
will be interesting to many who 
read the New Testament with care 
and seriousness, but who have nei- 
ther the leisure nor books, which 
are requisite, for a regular and mi. 
nute inveftigation ; and we can- 


not but hope that, by the momen. | 


tary gratificationof curlosity,which 
in some instances we may give to 
others, they may be induced to 
read the records of our religion, 
which they have neglected ;—and 
that in the pursuit, to which they 
are thus prompted, of the most 
valuable knowledge, they may 
catch the spirit of their Master, 
and become in truth his disciples. 

To each illustration, we shall at. 
tach the authorities from which 
we have derived it ; and we shall 
follow the order of texts, as they 
are arranged by Lightfoot. 


Illustrations of passages in the New 
Testament, which refer to climate, 
places, offices, sentiments, manners, 
and customs among the Jews in the 
time of our Saviour. 


]. 
Luke i. 15. ** He shall be calle 
ed great in the sight of the Lord, 
and shall drink neither wine nor 


strong drink, and shall be filled 
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with the Holy Ghost, even from 
his mother’s womb.” 

The words which we have print- 
ed in italics indicate, that John was 
to be a Nazarite from his birth.— 
But what is a Nazarite ? 

The name was derived from the 
Hebrew verb nazar; that is, be 
qwas separated. It was first appli- 
ed to Joseph, who was separated 
from his brethren ; but though it 
had no such meaning in its appli- 
cation to him, it was afterwards 
used to imply a peculiar separation 
and devotedaess to God; and on 
that account was applied to the 
Nazarites. A Nazarite was sepa- 
rated by a profession of holiness, 
beyond the common prescription 
of the law; and he who made this 
profession, and practised the puri- 
ty to which it bound him, was 
ranked with the high priést, and 
was supposed to possess the high- 
est sanctity of character. There 
were however two sorts of Naza- 
rites. i. Those, who in their in- 
fancy, or before their birth, were 
devoted to God by their parents. 
2. Those who devoted themselves. 
The first were always Nazarites 
for life. The second, only for a 
limited time. The rabbies say, 
that the shortest term, for which 
this vow of separation could be 
made, was thirty days. 

The Nazarites, who voluntarily 
separatéd themselves to God, when 
the days of their vow were fulfilled, 
shaved their heads at the door of 
the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and burnt their hair in the fire un- 
der the sacrifice of the peace of- 
ferings. Hence, probably, the 
Gentiles obtained the custom of 
sacrificing their hair to their gods ; 
a castom which Lucian represents 
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2s common, and with which he 
himself complied. Suetonius says 
also, that Nero cut off his first 
beard, and put it into a golden box 
set with jewels, and consecrated it 
to Jupiter Capitotinus. Appolle is 

called in Homer * the nourisher of 
hair,’ and Aéschylus speaks al- 
so of hair, which had been nour- 
ished and consecrated. 

‘The law of the Nazarites’’ 
may be read in the sixth chapter 
of Numbers. But a remarkable 
passage concerning this class of 
Jews occurs in the book of Amos. 
‘‘I raised up your sons for proph- 
ets,”’ saith God, ‘‘and of your 
young men for Nazarites. Is it 
not even thus, O children of Isra- 
el, saith the Lord? But ye gave 
the Nazarites wine to drink, and 
commanded the prophets, sayings 
prophesy not.”” (See chap. il. 
11, 12.} These expressions indi- 
cate, that the Nazarites enjoyed no 
small degree of the favor of, God. 
The interdiction concerning wine 
was more strict upon them, even 
than upon the priests, for they 
were forbidden “to taste any 
thing that came of the vine tree, 
from the kernel, even to the husk.’* 
It was probably from this prohibi- 
tion, that the Jewish doctors de- 
rive the opinion, which they assert 
without the leaat hesitation, that 
the vine was the tree in Paradise, 
by tasting the fruit of which Ad- 
am disobeyed and fell. 

But three instances of Nazarites 
from their birth are named in the 
scriptures: Semuson, Samuel, and 
John the Baptist. The haoit, 
worn by a Nazarite during his sep- 
aration, was a garment of hair.— 
Such an one was worn by John, 


ang by Elijah before him; and 
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' Grotius thinks it not unworthy of 


remark, that he who came in the 
spirit and power of Elias, and who 
was called Elias by the propkets, 
should resemble his prototype in 
his dress. 

So high was the estimation 
which the Jews had of those who 
were separated to God as Nazar- 
ites, that they were considered, 
says Maimonides, as possessing for 
the time the sanctity of the high 
priest ; the purpose of their sepa- 
ration being, their closer attention 
ta the study of the law and the 
other exercises of religion. In 
this sentiment of the Jews, we 
find perhaps the best illustration of 
the words of our Lord in Matth. 
x1. 18 and 19. * John came neither 
eating nor drinking, and they say, he 
hath a devil. The Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, 
behold a man gluttonous, and a wine 
bibber ; a friend of publicans and 
sinners.”? At least his reproach in 
this application of it, has great 
force. Inreference to their senti- 
ments of the holiness of a Nazar- 
ite, he reminds them that John, the 
promised Elias, whom they had 
rejected, was a Nazarite frem his 
birth. But to intimate at the same 
time the divine benignity of his 
own dispensation, and the greater 
freedom to which the gospel ad- 
mitted its believers, he told them 
that the Son of Man came eating 
and drinking: he ate and drank 
with publicans and sinners. [See 
Jenning’s Jew Antiq. v. 1. p. 415, 
and seq. Lewis’ Orig. Heb. B. 
2. chap. xix. Lightfoot’s Hor. 
Heb. intext. Grotius in Matth. 
ul. 4. ] 

3. 

Matthewi. 18. « Mary was ¢s- 

poused to Joseph.”’ 
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Before the “giving of the law, 
says Maimonides, if a man and a 
woman agreed to marry, he intro- 
duced her into his house, and she 
became his wife :—but after the 
giving of the law, it was a precept 
in Israel, when a man would mar- 
ry a woman, that he should receive 
her before witnesses, and afters 
wards that she should become his 
wife. This reception of a woman 
with an intention and agreement of 
marrying her on a future day, was 
ealled an espousal; and not only 
was it customary, in many places 
for a man to espouse a woman for 
a considerable time before he in- 
tended to marry her; but espou- 
sals even of their young children 
were not unfrequently made by 
parents. [Lightfoot’s Hor. Heb. 
in Matth. 1. 18.and Calmet’s Dict, 
on the word marriage. 

3 

Lukei. 63. ‘ He asked for a 
writing table.”’ 

Not for a ‘* writing table,”” but 
for a tablet. The ancient tablets 
were made of wood, of brass, or 
of ivory. ‘They were square, or 
oblong, with a hole either on one 
side, or at oneend, by which they 
might be suspended against the 
side of a room. Children were 
taught to read and to write upon 
them ; and they appear to have 
been used as registers of domestic 
expences, &c. The sort of tablet 
for which Zacharias asked, was 
made of pine, from which it de- 
rived its name, and was covered 
with wax, on which it was very 
easy to write. It is apparent 


therefore how easily he might be 
accommodated, when he asked for 
a writing tablet. (See Schleusner 
on the word, and Laylor’s Frag- 
ments, lst hundred, p. 123. 





























4. 

Luke ii. 7. “ She brought forth 
her first-born son, and wrapped him 
in swaddling clothes, and laid him 
in a manger; because there was. 
no roam for bim in the tan.” 

The place which is here called 
an inn, is called by travellers in the 
east, a ‘‘caravansary ;’”? some of 
which are simply places of rest, 
{by the side of a fountain if pos- 
sible ;) and being at proper dis- 
tances to accommodate travellers, 
are so named, though they be 
merely naked walls. Others have 
an attendant, who is supported by 
the benevolence of passengers ;— 
and others are more considerable 


Melancihon’s advice to his mother. 


i} 





establishments, where families re- 
side, and where travellers may be 
supplied with provisions. Of this 
sort, without doubt, was that of 
Bethlehem. Just behind these 
caravansaries, says Tavernier, are 
the stables, where the lodgings are 
many times as comfortable, as in 
the chambers of the house; and 
some, on account of their warmth. 
prefer them in winter. The man- 
ager of the caravansary of Beth- 
lehem was probably well known to 
the shepherds, and was therefore 
as accessible by night, as by day. 
FSee Taylor’s Frag. Tst hundred, 
p- £5. and 3d: hundred, p. 160; 








WELANCTHON’S 


Puitytip MELANCTHON was 
ene of the celebrated Reformers, 
and a man of a mild and amiable 
temper. When he went to-acon- 
ference at Spire, he made a little 
journey to visit his mother. ‘The 
good woman asked him what she 
must *believe amidst so many dis- 
putes, and repeated to him her 
prayers, which contained nothing 
superstitious. * Go on, mother,” 
said he, “to believe and pray as 
you have done, and never trouble 
yourself about controversies.’’— 
‘¢ This,”? says Bishop Horne, **is 
the advice of a wise and good 
man.” In many cases such advice" 
would be unquestionably good. 

It 1s probably a fact, that com- 
mon christians are much less divi- 
ded in their real opinion on relig- 
ious subjects, than the clergy ; and 
that they would display much more 





ADVICE TO HIS MOTHER 


of the christian temper towards. 


each other, were it not for the pre- 
possessions actually procuced by 
those, whose business it should be 
to cultivate love, union, and har- 
mony among the professed disci- 
ples of Jesus. It is difficult to 
conceive on what ground a minister 
of the gospel can expect the di- 
vine approbation, who employs his 
influence to prepossess the minds 
of one sect of christians against 
another. ‘The plea for such con- 
duct is this:—It is the duty of a 
minister to guard his people against 
error, Dut can it be his duty to 
produce error in teniper as a defence 
against error in opinion? It is be- 
lieved that no possible error in o- 
pinion can be more dangerous to 
the souls of men, than that bitter 
spirit which is often discoverable 
in professors of one sect towards 
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those of other denominations.—~ 
Yet this unchristian spirit is but 
the genuine fruit of uncharitable 
and censorious preaching. We do 
not however suppose that such 
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preaching is confined to any one 
sect, and we fear that there is no 
sect whose ministers can all plead 
“ not guilty.” Ch. Dis. 
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LETTER FROM ELDER CHRISTOPHER W. MARTIN, 
TO TNE EDITOR. 
Roxbury, Del..Co. N. Y. Jan. 12, 1818. 


Dear Brother, 

SHOULD you, agreeable to 
my fervent wishes, meet with suf. 
ficient encouragement, to publish 
the Curistian Heratp, your 
patrons undoubtedly, would expect 
to hear from their brethren in the 
West. The cause of a crucified 
Saviour, (the Lorp Christ, ) is not, 
I think, losing ground here.— 
Some few of late, in Kortright, 
have confessed Christ with their 
mouth unto salvation, believing 
with their heart unto righteous- 
ness ; while the Chureh of Christ 
there, abides in his Doctrine, and 
hath sory the Farner and the 
Sen. In this town the prospect 
is not so pleasing as it has been ; 
although one sinner of late, by re- 
pentance, has occasioned joy to the 


angels in heaven. In Middleton, 
the brethren appear steadfast, in 
believing ; inasmuch, that should a 
Barnabas travel that way, and see 
the grace of (od, undoubtedly he 
would rejoice and exhort the breth- 
ren with full purpose of heart, to 
cleave unto the Lord. Several of 
late, have been baptized in that 
place. O, may those who sport 
upon the brink of eternal destruc. 
tion, flee for refuge to lay hold on 
the hope set before them, e’er che 
day of their visitation be forever 
past. Wishing grace, mercy and 
peace from God the Father, and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ, upon 
the whole Israel of God ; may the 
same fare-well in well doing. 


C. W. Martin. 


a 


LETTER FROM ELDER JOSEPH BADGER TO THE 
EDITOR. 


Pittsford, Ontario, Co. N. Y. Jan. 24. 1818. 


Dear Brother, 

Don’t neglect to appoint in the 
Hera xp, our general Meeting, to 
be holden at Coventon, Co, Gene- 


see, the 20th and 2lst of June 
next, and we would make the most 
earnest request for the Elders in 
the east to come over and help us ; 
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we are weak and young, and few in 
number. I hope Elders Marx 
Fernacp, and Benyamin Tay- 
Lor, will remember us; their la- 
bours would be of peculiar use to 
us. It is now glorious times in 
different parts of this country.— 
In Mendon, Bloomfield, Lyma, 
Groveland, Lavoy, Hartland, Cov- 
enton, Cato, Camulus and Lava- 
na, the Lord’s work 1s now spread- 
ing. 

SI calculate in the space of a few 
months, to give the situation and 
number of the Elders and Church- 
es in this part of New-York. I1t 
is requested by elders and breth- 
ren in this quarter, that the names 
of the elders should be published. 
&c. I have baptized about 100, 
in this part cf the country, within 
one year. A few of us in these 
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parts are about to adopt the mode 
of ordaining elders in each church, 
to “rule well,’ not mercly to see 
to the ** widows,” or temporal cares 
of the church, but to have the over. 
sight of the flock, but not called to 
labor in word and doctrine. See 
i Tim. v. 17. Actsxv. 6. Tit. 1. ¥. 
Acts xiv. 23.) If we are incorrect, 
we wish some of the Elders to cor- 
rect us, through the medium of the 
Herald ; but it is important, under 
our present circumstances, that 
6 the things that are wanting”’ should 
be setin order. I have Jearnt that 
it is but a small part of a preacher’s 
duty to preach and baptize. More 
on this soon. May God’s work. 
spread, and we all be found con- 
tending for the faith once delivered 
to the saints. Farewell. 
J. BADGER. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM ELDER NOAH PIPER, 
TO THE EDITOR, 


Dated, Stratham, April, 8, 1818. 


‘¢WitrnHout doubt you have 
heard of the prosperity of the cause 
of Zion, in Gilmanton and Barn- 
stead, N. H. which places I> left 
last week. I tarried there two 
weeks, during which time, I saw 
many great and glorious displays 
of the power of Him, who has stil- 
ed himself the sinrers friend. I 
am informed the work commenced 
about three months since ; I could 
not correctly ascertain the number 
that are the subjects of the refor- 
mation, but think it over a hund.- 


red ; many are yet secking the 
Lord sorrowing. Elders Peter 
Young, Nathaniel Wilson, and oth: 
ers are laboring with them. I am 
also informed that br. Obadiah E. 
Morrell, is laboring successfully, in 
the lower part of Barnstead and up- 
per parts of Barrington, that thir- 
ty have been hopefully converted 
there within’a few weeks, and that 
the work is rapidly spreading.— 
You will probably have a more 
particular account of the revivals in 
those places ere long.” 
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REVIVAL IN 


Extract of a letter from Elder M. 
R. of Philadelphia, to Elder J. 
B. of New-Market, dated Jan. 
80, 1818. 

“TI HAVE good news to write 
eoncerning Baltimore. There 1s 
now in that piace the most glorious 


revival of religion ever known in- 


this country. It commenced at 
Fell’s point, and soon spread into 
the city, where nothing seems able 
to stand before it. On Sabbath, 
the 11th inst. 104 persons joined 
our society ; the Sabbath preced- 
ing, 50, and in the space of two 
weeks before, upwardsof 60. On 
the !Sth inst. 74 joined, and last 
Sabbath, 215! You may think 
this account incredible ; but it is 
supported by written, and also by 
verbal intelligence from unquestion- 
able authority. A short account 
of this soul reviving scene, has been 
inserted in one of the public prints 
of this city, called the Religious Re. 
membrancer, in which it 1s stated, 


BALTIMORE. 


that at one of their meetings, under 
a most astonishing display of divine 
grace, near 100 were crying for 
mercy, and among the first who 
went to the altar to receive the be- 
nefit of prayers was the goverror’s 
daughter, At an extra prayer 
meeting from 100 to 150 were ev- 
idently seekimg the pearl of great 
price, and new cases of awakening 
constantly appearing. ‘The time 
is truly an awful one, and yet very 
glorious. Persons of the first re- 
spectability, as well as others, are 
rejoicing to become experimental 
christians. Ithink it not unlikely 
that the Methodist Church in Bal- 
timore, will receive during this re- 
vival, from ten to fifteen hundred 
new members. May the glorious 
work spread among all denomina- 
tions, and extend among all nations 
until the peaceful reign of our 
great Messiah shall prevail over 
the whole earth.” 





REVIVAL IN ACKWORTH. 


Account of the Revival of Religion 
i Acworth, N. i. 


The writer of the account, from 
which the following is extracted, 
was ordained over the Congrega- 
tional Church and Society in Ack- 
worth, Sept. 7, 1814. Previous 
to this time he does not learn that 
there ever was in the society a ge- 
neral attachment to religion ; any 
thing that properly might be de- 
nominated a revival; although a 
very decent respect to the means of 
grace, and a general willingness to 


support the gospel, were character. 
istics of the people from their first 
settlement. While the more pub. 
lic forms of godliness were observ- 
ed, there was an evident lack of 
that vital piety, which causes its 
possessors to holJ intercourse with 
heaven when the world does not see 
them. 

Professors in too many instances 
slumbered and slept, indifferent to 
the state of their lamps, whether 
they contained oil or not. And if 
possible, they were still less con- 
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cerned at the death-like stupor 
which prevailed in the ungodly 
world around. One year rolled a- 
way after another, bearing mortals 
to their long home; in some in- 
stances sweeping them away as 
with a flood, while the living re- 
mained unconcerned, and regarded 
not the solemn call which spoke a- 
loud on every hand, ‘ Prepare to 
meet thy God.” 

The time I labored among them 
previous to my settlement, was not 
distinguished for any thing in par- 
ticular, except a good attention to 
the preached word. No instances 
of"individual conversion were dis- 
covered until after this period.— 
At the first communion after ordi- 
Nation, sixteen offered themselves 
to the church; most of whom dat- 
ed their hope of a saving change 
previousto my coming among them. 
But immediately after this, instan- 
ces of individual conviction made 
their appearance in different parts 
of the society, and one and another 
were made to rejoice in God their 
salvation. While these drops were 
few, their diffusion manifested that 
God had some mercy, even for the 
eviland unthankfol. During the 
first year neatly thirty embraced 
the Saviour. The second year 
was marked with appearances very 
similar, and about the same num. 
ber were hopefully brought home 
to Christ through the only way, 
regeneration, 

At the commencement of my 3d 
ministerial year, Sept. 1817, affairs 
began to wear a still more favora- 
ble aspect. What was serious be- 
fore, appeared solemn now. The 
seats in the house were filled, not 
with drowsy inattentive heareys, but 
with awakened mortals, hanging 


on the lips of the speaker, with al- 
most breathless attention ; looking 
as if their everlasting all was sup- 
ported on che proper improvement 
of a single sermon. Neither were 
the people satisfied with attending 
merely on the duties of the sanctu- 
ary. Conference meetings were 
established in different parts of the 
society, and were attended with in- 
creasing interest. About this time 
our winter schools commenced $ 
and several of them enjoyed the dis- 
tinguishing blessings of having pi- 
ous young men to instruct them. 
Feeling that responsibility, which 
every guardian of youth, who 
knows the worth of the soul, will 
feel,they blended divine with human 
learning ; and while they were care 
fulin teaching the ‘young idéa how 
to shoot,’ they were no less anxious 
that its first growth should be 
heavenward. Ina school in the 
western part of the society, a regu- 
lar course of biblical instruction 
was introduced, according to *Wil- 
bur’s Catechism.’ Questions were 
proposed weekly, and one evening 
in each week set apart for their dis 
cussion, ‘Vhe answers to these 
questions are required to be in 
scripture language. As soon as 
this mode of religious instruction 
was introduced, a visible alteration 
was seenin many scholars. They 
began to discover a greater relish fox 
the holy scriptures, In searching 
for the answers, they felt an in- 
creasing desire to know more of 
the lively oracles of divine truth. 
Every vacant moment, when reliev- 
ed from their school exercises, the 
Bible was taken up, and the un- 
heeded tear, which now and ther 
would drop over the sacred page, 
shawed that the contents were be» 
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coming daily more precious to the 
soul. On Tuesday evening, Jan- 
uary, 14, 1817, when assembled as 
usual for the discussion of their 
scriptural questions, occurred a 
scene on which memory lingers 
with delight ; and which no doubt 
excited these fresh acclamations of 
joy in heaven, which take place on 
the return of every penitent sinner. 

The house on a sudden became 
a little Pentecost. ‘The first ques- 
tion which was asked a young wo- 
man of twenty years of age, was 
‘© What is regeneration?’ She 
rose and attempted to answer, fail- 
ed, and sunk under the weight of 
a wounded spirit. The next in 
order was called wpon, but was 
unable to reply, from the same 
cause as the former. The third 
issued in the same manner; and 
in a few minutes the whole school 
present, consisting of about twen- 
ty-six scholars, were overwhelmed 
in a flood of penetential grief ; and 
cries such as these were heard in 
different directions: ** How can I 
live! What shall Il do! God be 
merciful to mea sinner!”?? With 
these were mingled from all parts 
of the room, the pressing, anxious 
request, ‘* Do, dear master pray 
for me—pray for me in particu. 
har.’ 

{n this scene of general distress, 
the master, though no stranger at 
the throne of grace, and who had 
previously attended daily prayer in 
his school, was too much agitated 
by the occasion to command his 
feelings sufficiently, to commend 
his pupils to the only source of 
consolation. At this time there 
was sitting in the midst of this 
assembly a young man, who was 
remarkably delivered from the 


power of ain, and made a trophy 
of redeeming love a few days be. 
fore; who had but just learned 
there was a throne of grace for 
huinble suppliants to approach ; 
and who possessed no particular 
qualifications to fit him to recoms 
mend his despairing schoel-mates 
to the mercy of heaven. Seeing 
the perturbation of the master, 
and the distress which prevailed on 
every side, he rose, and with ap- 

arent composure, said, ** Let us 
pray.” He prayed, and it was 
evident God heard; for here wag 
an instrument ef his own choosing. 
A modest youth, naturally diffi- 
dent, anew born soul of yesterday, 
committed in language perfectly 
apprepriate, the wants‘of his dis- 
tressed companions to that wone 
der working God who aione is as 
ble to forgive sins, and impart spir- 
itual life to the soul. It was a 
scene sufficiently interesting, to 
have made an apostle tremble.— 
When this prayer was finished, the 
master had so far recovered him- 
self, as to be able to offer up a 
fervent petition in behalf of his 
school. When he closed, it was 
proposed to send for some of the 
neighbors. ‘wo men, professors, 
who had children in the school, 
were accordingly called in. One 
of these next took his turn in 
prayer. After some conversation, 
the forementioned young man, next 
the master, then the neighbor, each 
a second time sought in prayer for 
that grace which alone could help 
in such atime of need. By this 
time the evening grew late, and 
proposals were made to retire.— 
But tle scholars, unanimously, 
were unwilling to leave the house, 
or separate from each other. The 
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impression which seized their minds 
seemed to be, that it would be de- 
parting from the immediate pres- 
ence of Jehovah. ‘The exclama- 
tion of holy Jacob was indeed 
strikingly verified ; ‘* And he was 
afraid, and said, how dreadful is 
this place! this is none other but 
the house of God, this is the gate 
of heaven.”? After much entreaty,; 
they were, however, persuaded to 
go home to their respective fami- 
lies. 

Next morning, iaformation beé- 
ing received of what had taken 
place, a conference was appointed 
at a house near the school-house at 
1 o’clock, p.m. Here was a spee- 
tacle presented which must have 
excited the admiration of angels. 
Fach scholar holding in his hand 
the Bible, Testament, or Watts’ 
psalms and hymns, and searching 
for his life for that spiritual bread 
which if a man eat, he shall live 
forever. She assembly was great. 
During this meeting many of those 
who attended become convinced of 
their lost condition, and began to 
think it high time te awake out 
of sleep, and call on God before 
they perished. On this melting 
occasion, the stoutest heart of oak 
dissolved like wax. And none 
were present who did not appear 
to be looking to Zion, with their 
faces thitherward. The Friday 
evening following, the weekly con- 
ference returned in the centre dis- 
trict. Here, at an early hour, was 
presented the little band, literally 
clad in the armor of the Gospel ; 
holding in their hands the sure di- 
rectory to eternal life. It may 
well be supposed, the assembly 
was crowded. It was proposed 


that each scholar should read from 
“i 









the psalm book with which, as 
well as the bible they had been 
very conversant, since their first 
excitement, a psalm or hymn de- 
scriptive of the state of his mind. 
Some by this time were delivered 
from the burden of sin, which had 
so heavily pressed them down, and 
that hope which brings comfort to 
every true believer in Jesus, had 
began to irradiate the soul. This 
was known from the subject read. 
To hearts like these, the senti- 
ments contained in the 136th 
psalm, C. M. were found te be in 
perfect unison, as were those of 
the 5lst psalm to many others; 
who seemed overwhelmed, by the 
waves of contrition ; whose trem- 
ulous voices faltered as they ready 
and often before the subject was 
ended, died away in the silence of 
grief. It must be confessed, that 
the christian spectator needed a 
moment’s reflection, to determine 
whether the ground on which he 
stood, was purely earthly. It was 
evident that the Holy Spirit was 
there. Many, while the school 
were reading, received for the first 
time in their kearts a pointed are 
tow from the quiver of the Al- 
mighty, and like their fellow suf- 
ferers on the day of Pentecost, 
were led to cry out, * Men and 
brethren, what shall we do?” At 
the close of this meeting, tlie num- 
ber of those, who knew what sore 
convictions mean, was considerably 
increased. 

Next morning, Saturday, anoth- 
er school in the east part of the 
town assembled for their usual 
school exercises ; and it was.soon 
discovered that the master waa 
completely incapacitated to proceed 
with his ordinary instractiogs om 
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account of the weight of conviction 
which lay on his mind. Imme- 
diately, fifteen of his oldest sehol- 
arg were in a similar situation, and 
in a short time the neighbors were 
called in, and the school transform- 
ed into a religious conference ; and 
continued thus until night, when 
the instructor for the first time dis- 
missed his school with prayer.— 
For some time after this not a day 
returned, which brought not the 
joyful tidings that some one was 
convicted, or some one made happy 
beneath the smiles of a reconciled 
Saviour. 

In the first mentioned school, 
religious books were substituted 
exclusively, and religious instruc- 
tion the sole business for weeks. 
The school-house became a Bethel 
where God was worshipped morn- 
ing, noon and night. Buta few 
weeks elapsed, before the major 
part were enabled to sing of mer- 
cy, and when viewing what God 
had wrought for them, were lost 
in wonder, love and praise. The 
work has appeared to be genuine 
in nearly every instance ; and all 
those who have publicly professed 
to love the Lord Jesus Christ, as 
‘yet appear to walk agreeably to 
their vocation. And most of the 
number have for some time been 
members of Christ’s visible king- 
dom. The same remarks apply to 
master and scholars of the other 
school. In the course of the win- 
ter some drops of mercy fell into 
two other schools, and individuals 
were taken from them into the 
school of Christ. 

The revival had now become 
pretty extensive through the socie- 
ty, and was principally confined to 
the rising generation, but not 
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wholly. Several in middle life 
have been led to consider among 
all their attainments, one thing is 


‘needful, and appear to have wisely 


chosen that better part, which can. 
not be taken from them. 

The work has continued thro’ 
the summer, and now there are 
some hopeful appearances, that 
God has not left us. Seventy- 
eight have united with the church, 
and in the judgment of charity 
thirty or forty more are fit sabjects 
for the fellowship of the saints. 

1 cannot persuade myself to 
close this narrative, without incul- 
cating on all who may read it, the 
importance of imparting religious 
instruction to youth. The bless. 
ing which God has been pleased 
to bestow on such instruction in 
our schools has been wonderful ; 
and to his great name be all the 
glory. The connexion between 
their means and their sanctification 
has been strikingly visible. I will 
give you one instance among ma- 
ny. The question gave out was, 
‘‘ When is the most proper, and 
perhaps the only time to begin a 
life of religion?’ In searching 
for the answer, the scholar observ- 
ed, the scriptures every where 
spoke of this season only in the 
present tense. ‘* Now is the ac- 
cepted time,” &c. ‘To day if 
ye will hear his veice,’’ &c. ; and 
that they could find no promise of 
to-morrow. This circumstance a- 
larmed several; and under God 
was the beginning of that convic- 
tion which led to a saving repen- 
tance. Are not these things suffi- 
tient encouragement to induce all 
instructors of youth to seize every 
favorable opportunity to instil inte 
the minds of their pupils the fun- 
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damental principles of our holy 
religion ? And will not parents 
feel the importance of selecting 
pious instructors for their children? 
those who are not strangers them- 
selves to the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit? Surely the above account 
proves the importance of such 
qualifications in teachers beyond a 
doubt. 
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May God add his blessing to 
this humble attempt to publish his 
unspeakable goodness, and thus 
gain fresh honors to that glorious 
name, which ere long will be re- 
vered by every tongue. 

PHINEHAS COOK. 

Ackwerth, Oct. 9, 1817. 


[ Panoplist. 








¥rom the London Missionary Chronicle, Feb. 1818. 


FROM AFRICA. 


Extract of a letter from a Mission- 
ary at Makoon’s Kraal, near La- 
takkoo, dated May 23, 1817. 
The daughter of Mateebe (the 

king) is very attentive, and I some- 

times hope will be the first brought 
to Christ. Mahootoo (Mateebe’s 
wife) is become very friendly, and 
attends the word now and then, 
as does Munamets (the king’s un- 
cle) and their children. Gedult, 

our guide to Malapeetzee, is a 

constant attendant, as likewise 

Shampan, one who spoke Dutch 

when we were there; but Matee- 

be’s eldest brother, Malaba, and 

Teiso, the third in power, are the 

most attentive. The Lord has 

made use of the late expeditions 
to help us. When we first came 
they were very noisy and quarrel- 
some ; but now, under the word, 
not a syllable is spoken, nor does 
any one attempt te contradict. 

Tm a conversation after sermon, 

a few nights ago, I was rejoiced to 

hear 'Teiso address Makweesie (a 

chief who was saying he should ne- 


ver understand the word) thus: 
‘Mak weesie,go behind a bush,bend 
your knees,and say, Lord Jesus,open 
my heart to understand and love 
thy word, and he will do it.””— 
This sentence touched every string 
of my heart, and brought me soon 
after, on my knees, to thank our 
Lord for this little encouragement. 

I have received a most pleasing 
letter from Mr. Williams, in Caf. 
fraria, he seems pleased with his 
situation. A verbal message was 
also sent to one of the missionaries 
from Gika, to this eflect : ** The 
seed you sowed in my country 
wher you was here, is ripe, and 
you must come to gather it in.” 

The printing press sent to Grt- 
gua Town is come to hand, and 
they have begun to print a Hymn 
Beok. One of the missionaries 
has begun to compose a Dictiona- 
ry and Catechism inthe Bootsuan- 
na language. 
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from Mr. Ebner, missionary to 
the Kraal of Africaner. in Great 
Namaguaiand, dated Oct. 8, 1817, 
at Capedown, where he had come 
on business; in which he states, 
that he has introduced the sowing 
of potatoes and various vegetables 
which have prospered beyond ex- 
pectation ; he speaks also favora- 
bly of their crops of corn, and 
hopes the natives will soon experi- 
ence great relief from the intro- 
duction of these comforts amongst 
them. He informs us also, that 
the converts continue to be at- 
tached to the gospel, and to him 
as their teacher. 

In his examination of some who 
were applying for baptism, he re- 
lates some of their expressions : 
one said, **If we will become 
children of God, we must believe 
in God’s Son, though we cannot 
see him.’? Another said, “* Be. 
cause Jesus has delivered us, by 
suffering death in our place, it is 
our duty to give ourselves to him, 
soul and body, to live for him, and 
serve him.”’ ‘* We should not de- 
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liver (said another) our only son 
to our enemies to be persecuted and 
crucified by them—but God did 
so with his Son for our sake.”— 
Another said, ‘‘My sin that I cotne 
mitted in my youth makes me to 
weep bitterly, to be sorrowful, and 
also the sins I daily commit ; but 
I feel joy along with my sorrow. 
Till now I have only praised with 
my mouth and lips, but now I pray 
to Him with all my heart.” 

About 400 persons attend wor- 
ship, so that the place of meeting 
first erected cannet contain those 
who are willing to attend. ‘The 
baptized brethren and sisters, while 
conversing together, in their pri- 
vate meetings, of the word of God, 
and their experience, speak with 
such warmth and liveliness as 
would surprise you. 

Since I ‘came to Africaner’s 
Kraal, (which I have named Jeru- 
salem) I have baptized 40 persons. 

100 Bibles and 100 New-Tes- 
taments have been received from 
the Bible Society, for those who 
can read the Dutch language. 








From the London Missionary Chronicle, Feb. 1318. 


OTAHEITE. 


We have long been waiting for 
official information from our Mis. 
sionaries in the South Sea Island. 
We are at length completely grat- 
ified. On Monday, Jan. 19, the 
fellowing letter came to hand, 
which fully confirms all the pre- 
ceding and imperfect accounts re- 
ceived from individuals in New 


South Wales. 


The following are extracts‘ from 
the letter above alluded to. 

‘¢ Jdolatry is entirely abolished 
both at Tahiti and Eimeo; and 
we have the great, but formerly un- 
expected satisfaction, of being able 
to say that Tahiti and Eimeo, to- 
gether with the small islands of 
‘Tapuamanu and ‘Teturoa, are now 
altogether in profession, CAristian 
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Islands. 'The gods are destroyed, 
the maraes demolished, human sac- 
rifice and infant murder, we hope, 
forever abolished ; and the people 
every where calling upon us to 


* come and teach them. 


** The sabbath day is also every 
where strictly observed, and places 
for the worship of the true God, 
have been erected, and are now e- 
recting, in every district; and 
were there is no preaching, the 
people have prayer meetings every 
Sabbath, and every Wednesday 
evening, all around ‘Tahiti and 
Eimeo.. 

“‘ But this is not all, we havealso 
good news to communicate about 
the Leeward Islands. Tamatoa, 
or ashe is now called Tapa, the 
principal Chief, has also publickly 
renounced idolatry and embraced 
christianity. His example has 
been followed by most of the oth- 
er Chiefs, and a large majority of 
the people throughout the four 
Society Islands ; viz. Huabine, 
Raiatea, Tahaa, and Borabora.— 
Two Chiefs of Borabora, named 
Tefaaora and Mai, have distin. 
guished themselves by their zeal 
in destroying the gods, and erect- 


ing a house for the worship of the 
true God. The Chiefs of these 
islands have sent letters, and re- 
peated messages to us, earnestly 
entreating us to send some of our 
number to teach them also; 
and Mai, a Chief of Borabora, 
sent us a letter to remind us that 
Jesus Christ and his apostles did 
not confine their instructions to 
one place or country. 

‘©We enclose another friendly 
letter of his Excellency Governor 
Macquarie ; as also a letter from 
Pomare, concerning his family gode 
which have been delivered to us, 
that we might either destroy them, 
or, if we think proper, send them 
to you. We have chosen the lat- 
ter, and send them by this convey- 
ance, nailed up in a case directed 
to Mr. Hardcastle. These are 
the king’s family gods, and are a 
good specimen of the whole. The 
great national ones, which were of 
the same kind, only much larger, 
have been sometime ago entirely 
destroyed.”’ 

[ Pomare’s letter is omitted for 
want of room till our next num- 


ber. } 
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Avam and Noau were both dis- 
tinguished types of Christ ; and 
from this they derive their chief 
dignity and importance. Some 
interpreters, who wish to find out 
an evangelical meaning to every 
minute circumstance in the sacred 
records of the Old Testament, 
have alleged, that the import of 
the names of the antideluvian Pa- 


triarchs, taken in their order con- 
tain a prophesy of the Messiah. 
Blessed be God our most holy 
faith is built on a broader, surer 
and more immovable foundation 
than the uncertain and arbitrary 
interpretation of a few Hebrew 
names. But the speculation is at 
least innocent, and may perhaps 
have afforded some degree of con- 
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solation to the pious minds which 
have adopted it. ‘The explanation 
of the names alluded to, is this, 
Adam, man; Seth, placed; Enos, 
in misery; Cainan, lamentable ; 
Mahalaleei, the blessed God ; Ja- 
red, shall come ; Enoch, teaching ; 
Methuselah, that death shall send ; 
Lamech, to the smitten, or misera- 
ble; Nozh, consolation. 
Hiunter. 


Description cf the person of the 
Apostle Paul. 

St. Chrysostom describes him as 
<¢aq little man, about three cubits 
{four and a half feet) in height. 
Lucian says he was rather bald 
headed, with an aqueline nose, who 
travelled through the air to the 
third heaven.”? Nicephorus Cal- 
listus (Lib. 2 cap. 36) says “ St. 
Paul, was small of stature, stoop- 
ing, and rather inclined to erook- 
edness ; pale faced, of an elderly 
look, bald on the head ; his eyes 
lively, keen and cheerful, shaded in 
part by his eye brows, which hung 
a little over. His nose rather 
long, and not ungracefully bent. 
His beard pretty thick of hair, 
and of a sufficient length; and 
like his locks, interspersed with 
grey.” 

—— 

How difficult is it to shew 
those who are in the house of 
mourning, that God is teaching 
them, that, if they had not leaned 
so much on their creature-supports, 
they had not been so broken! Still 
they are crying, O Absalsm, my sony 
my son! Why is it that we are 
shocked to see the world falling to 
pieces around us, when we shall 
leave it ourselves to-morrow-—per- 
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haps today? We forget that it 
is the design of God to dash every 
thing to pieces. It is by these 
trials that we begin to learn we 
have been walking by sense rather 
than by faith—and looking at our 
children and our possessions as 
though we were never to loose 
them. CECIL. 


—_ — 


It is by rarrH that we are re- 
lieved under the difficulties of 
SENSE. Sense revolts, when it 
views our great High Priest on the 
cross—Faith glories in this object! 
Sense talks like the Jews: He 
saved others: himself he cannot save: 
if he be now the King of Israel, 
let him come down from the cross and 
awe will believe him. Faith lays hold 
on him as the Saviour of the world. 
and cries Lord! remember me when 
thou comest into thy kingdom! Sense 
envies the prosperous worldling, 
ana calls him happy—Faith goes 
into the sanctuary, to see what his 
end will be. When the wavesrun 
high, Sense clamours—Faith says 
‘Speak but the word, and the 
winds and waves shall obey thee.” 
When we feel our earthly house of 
this tabernacle taking down, Sense 
sinks—but faith says We know, 
that, if our earthly house of this tab- 
ernacle be dissolved, we have a build- 
ing of God. a house not made with 
hands, cternal in the heavens. ib. 


San konmns wena, 





There is in sin, not only an in- 
finite mischief done to the man, 
but it is accompanied by an infat- 
uation that surpasses all descrip- 
tion. When the heart declines 


from God, and loses communion 
with Christ, the mam resembles 
one In a consumption, who is of 
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the brink of the grave and yet 
talks of a speedy recovery! A 
death will come on the spirit, which 
will be perceived and felt all a- 
round ; yet, when the most affec- 
tionate friends of such a man at- 
tempt to expostulate, they often 
find him not only insensible but 
obstinate and stout hearted. He 
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who, like Samson, the champion 
of Israel, lays his head in the lap 


of temptation, will rarely rise a-: 


gain as he lay down; he may say, 
L will go out, as at other times before 
and shake myself; but he wists not 
that the Lord is departed from him ! 
Strangers have devoured his strength, 
and he knoweth it not. ib. 





TE 
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LINES 
ON AGRIPPA’S REPLY TO PAUL. 


‘6 Almost thou persuadest me to be a 
Christian.” 


WHAT ? but almost convinced! and 
rest you there ? 
Sad proof, O King! your soul is net 
your care ! 
Not so the famish’d wretch on seeing 
bread, 
Would say, “enough ! I could almost 
be fed.” 
Nor would the sick to his physician 
say, 
“* IT could almost be cur’d, go thou thy 
way,” 
Nor would the pris’ner, if'a gap he see, 
Say unconcern’d, “ J could almost vo 
free .”? 
Nor would the rebel, should his 
prince forgive, 
Refusing say, “I’m halfinelin’d to live,;” 
What then ! are God, the soul, eter- 
nal things, 
Death, heaven ard hell, concerns too 
small for kings ? 
Shall sublunary honors, pomp and 
pow’r, . 
And regal state, the gewgaws of an 
hour, 
Engross the conscious mind, nor once 
leave room 
For dread eternity, and final doom ? 
Ah fool! e’er long, thow’lt know to 
-awfuleost, — 


The case how awful! yet alas! how 
true ; 

The case O formalist, applies te you ! 

Flee, then, to Christ—ensure the say- 


ing hour, 
Bear not his zame alone, but own his 
power. 
SUT OE eh 





From the (London) Evan. Magazine, 
A MISSIONARY HYMN. 


HARK ! hark! the notes of joy 
Roll o’er the heavenly plains, 
And Seraph’s find employ 
For their sublimest strains ; 
Some new delight in heaven is known, 
Loud ring the harps around the throne! 


Hark ! hark ! the sounds draw nigh 
The joyful hosts descend ; 
Jesus forsakes the sky, 
To earth his footsteps bend ; 
He comes to bless our fallen race— 
He comes with messages of grace ! 
Bear, dear, the tidings round, 
Let every mortal know 
What love in God is found, 
What pity he can show; 


Ye winds that blow, ve waves that roll? 
Bear the glad news from pole to pole. 


Strike, strike, the harps again 
To great Emanuel’s name ; 
Arise, ye sons of men, | 

And all his grace proclaim ; 


That to be almost sav'd is holly ta be Angels andmen, wake every string’, ! 
losé ! | Tig God, the Savieur’s praise we sing. 
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ANECDOTES. 


Str John Mason, privy council- 
lor to King Henry VIII. &c. up- 
on his death bed delivered himself 
to those about him, to this pur. 
pose ; “* I have seen five princes, 
and been privy counsellor to four. 
I have seen the most remarkable 
observations in foreign parts, and 
been present at most state transac- 
tions for thirty years together, and 
have learned this, after so many 
years experience, that seriousness 
is the greatest wisdom, temperance 
the best physic, and a good con- 
science the best estate ; and were 
I to live again, IL would change 
the court for a cloister, my privy 
counceller’s bustles for a hermit’s 
retirement, and the whole life I 
lived in the palace, for one hour’s 
enjoyment of God in the chapel. 
All things else forsake me, besides 
ty God, my duty, and my prayer.”’ 


Dr. Donne, a person of great 
parts and learning, being upon hie 
death bed, and taking hts solemn 
farewell of his friends, left shis with 
them ; I repent of all my life, but 
that part of it I spent in commu- 
nion with my God and doing good. 


An infidel, who was accustom. 
ed to ridicule the sacred scriptures, 
was verv free with his sareasms in 
the company of a pious minister, 
who, after hearing him some time, 
interrupied him. ‘* Friend, said 
he, you yourself are a strong proof 
of the truth of those very scrip- 
tures, which you endeavor to ridts 
cule and bring into contempt ; for 
they expresly declare, that there 
shal! be such scoffers.”? With this 
observation he was put to silence. 
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GHNERAL MEETINGS, AND ORDINATIONS. 


Oxpainep.—At a general meet- 
ing holden at Pittsford, Ontario 
co. N. Y. on the 3lst of August 
last, Joan BLropGet, was ordain. 
ed to the work of an Evangelist ; 
officiating Elders, Robinson Smith, 
William True, Levi Hathaway, J. 
L. Peavy and J. Badger. 

== 

Orvarnen.—At a general meet- 

ing, holden in Lavoy, Genessee eo. 


n.y.on the 3d Sabbath in Oct. last, 
Hussarp lHompson, was ordain. 
ed to the work of the ministry, by 
the following Elders, Levi Hath- 
away, J Blodget and J. Badger. 


om eweere 


A Gengrat Conrerence of 
E.pers, inthe Christian Connex- 
zon, was holden in this town, on 


the Ift, 2d & 3d days of Oct. 1817. 


Se 


GENERAL MEETING. 


A GENERAL MEETING, will be 


holden at Coventon, Genessee co. 
onthe 20th and 21 ft of June next, 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A © few soft remarks,’ from 


“* Barnabas,” will be duly noticed. 


Communications, post paids 


will receive attention, 











